Colombia 2025: A Visual Guide to
Medical Tourism Safety

An evidence-based analysis for international patients, breaking down the risks and
rewards of seeking care in a premier global health destination.

A Market in Motion: Colombia's Rising Profile

$6.3B

Projected Revenue by 2032
Driven by a forecast of 2.8M health
tourists

$235M

Medical Tourism Value in 2024
A key part of the $41.75B global
market

Non-Resident Visitors in 2024
(+11% from previous year)

This explosive growth signals strong government support and investment in the security and infrastructure essential
for protecting the lucrative international patient market.

Deconstructing Risk: Official Warnings vs. The "Medical Bubble"

While government advisories like the U.S. State Department's "Level 3: Reconsider Travel" are based on real country-
wide risks, they don't reflect the curated, high-security environment of a planned medical trip. A prepared patient
operates within a secure "bubble" that mitigates most generalized threats.
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Internationally accredited
facilities offer world-
class care. Vetting is key.

Risks are manageable
within secure zones.
Targeted scams are the
primary threat.

comprehensive medical
travel insurance. This is
non-negotiable.

Requires preparation,
including
mandatory/recommended
vaccinations (e.g., Yellow
Fever).

Inside the Clinic: A Sanctuary of Verifiable Quality

Colombia's elite medical institutions are defined by rigorous international accreditations and exceptionally high patient

satisfaction, forming the cornerstone of a safe medical journey.

Overwhelming Patient Satisfaction (Cartagena Plastic Surgery Study)
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This chart visualizes the exceptionally high satisfaction rates reported by 460 international patients, demonstrating the quality of care and
service in a high-volume practice. The near-perfect scores in communication, care, and facility cleanliness build strong confidence in the
patient experience.

Outside the Clinic: The "No Dar Papaya" Protocol

Personal safety in Colombia is a mindset. *"No dar papaya"* means "don't give papaya"—don't make yourself an easy
target. This proactive approach is your best defense against opportunistic crime.
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This simple flow illustrates the core tenets of staying safe. By controlling your appearance, awareness, transportation, and social
interactions, you significantly reduce your risk profile and stay within your secure bubble.

Your Financial Shield: Insurance is Non-Negotiable

Mandatory Insurance Checklist (Type V
Visa)

Potential cost of an emergency

$250, 000+

for Medical Evacuation

The Colombian government requires a policy covering these
specific areas. Use this list to vet your specialized medical
travel insurance.

\/ Covers complications from elective procedures.

\/ Emergency Medical Evacuation (high limit).

This figure highlights the catastrophic financial risk of facing
a serious complication without proper coverage. Standard
travel insurance is not enough.

\/ Repatriation of Remains (legally required).
\/ Covers pre-existing conditions.

\/ Direct payment agreements with hospitals.

Choosing Your Destination: City Safety Profiles

Each major medical tourism hub offers a different blend of clinical excellence, environmental factors, and security
challenges. Your choice should align with your medical needs and personal risk tolerance.

City Comparison Matrix
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This radar chart provides a comparative snapshot of the four main cities. Bogota and Cali lead in top-tier medical infrastructure, while
Medellin offers a balanced profile with a modern feel. Cartagena is ideal for wellness and recovery but has a higher risk of petty crime. All
cities require vigilance, but the nature of the primary risk varies significantly.

Final Verdict & Your Actionable Checklist

A QUALIFIED "YES"

For the well-prepared patient, Colombia is a safe and rational choice for world-class medical care. Safety is
not a passive guarantee; it is an outcome *you achieve* through diligent preparation and strict adherence to
security protocols.

Phase 1: Pre-Travel Phase 2: Final Prep

» Verify hospital (JCI/TEMOS) & surgeon e Book accommodation in a recommended safe
credentials. zone.

e Secure comprehensive medical travel insurance. e Arrange all transport through vetted providers.
o Consult your home doctor about your plans. e Getrequired vaccinations (e.g., Yellow Fever).

e Apply for Type V Medical Visa & complete Check-
Mig.

Phase 3: On The Ground

o Live by the "No Dar Papaya" protocol.
e Save emergency numbers (123) and embassy contacts.

o Keep your insurance hotline details accessible.



